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If you have not done so, I recommend you read my other tiger papers to become familiar with my stand 
on saving the tiger.  
 
I recently visited a rescue facility's Web site where they made these two statements. 
 
1) "No one who breeds tigers outside of the Species Survival Plan which is only for AZA accredited zoos 
is really breeding for conservation." 
 
What a giant pile of tiger manure. They either copied that statement from some AZA propaganda or made 
it up because they are a proponent and supporter of the AZA.   
 
2) "The only purebred tigers in the U.S. are in AZA zoos and include 133 Amur (AKA Siberian), 73 
Sumatran and 50 Malayan tigers in the Species Survival Plan. All other U.S. captive tigers are inbred and 
cross bred and do not serve any conservation value." 
 
They may be correct on the number of purebred tigers, but the second sentence is another pile of 
manure. Not all captive tigers are inbred. This puts the spotlight on what I, Dr. Bleyman, and other 
advocates who want to save the tiger have been saying for years. The AZA is directing accredited 
zoos/organizations (accredited by them) to save only purebred tigers. The AZA itself hasn't saved 
anything. This is a ridiculous, outdated, self-serving position that will lead to extinction. 
 
The Wildlife Conservation Society (total revenue in 2012: $230,042,654) and the World Wildlife Fund 
(total revenue in 2012: $229,248,747) are two of the largest conservation organizations. The WCS has 
tiger programs in Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Russia, and 
Thailand. The WWF states on their Website that they are, "The world's leading conservation organization, 
WWF works in 100 countries and is supported by almost five million members worldwide." 
 

Estimated Wild Tiger Population in 1995: 5,000 - 7,500 
 

Estimated Wild Tiger Population in 2014: 1,500 - 3,500 
 
The estimated numbers, reported by major organizations, tell the story. Tiger conservation efforts in the 
wild are failing. There have been some noted successes, but one has to look at the entire picture. 
Poaching and loss of habitat are driving these magnificent creatures into extinction. Scientists are still 
studying tigers and watching them go the way of the Dodo. The following lines are quoted from an Indian 
newspaper article on tigers. 
 
"The increasing number of tigers being poached in India will not come down as long as the demand for 
tiger products in China continues, wildlife experts say. The latest figures released last week show that 
India lost approximately 48 tigers last year to poachers." 
 
"Until the demand is addressed and stopped, tigers will go on being killed by poachers. But this issue of 
demand is something that can only be tackled by China," said Belinda Wright, head of the Wildlife 
Protection Society of India. 
 
According to the government-run National Tiger Conservation Authority, 63 wild tigers died last year, 
some to accidents, illness or old age, but 48 to organized poaching gangs who sell the body parts to 
China where they are used in traditional medicine." 
 



 
 

China Bone Farm 
 

What's the Solution? 
 
Stop thinking like the AZA! Aside from traditionally indoctrinated scientists, those being few in relation 
to the population in general, who cares about purebred vs. generic tigers? Put a purebred tiger next to a 
generic tiger (of the same size and region) and ask a thousand people if any could tell the difference. 
Better yet, ask some scientists. They couldn't tell the difference either without a DNA sample. 
 
If we want to save the species, we need to concentrate on the generic tiger. There needs to be a 
comprehensive program that identifies unrelated pairs of generic tigers residing in well managed, existing 
private preserves. Unrelated pairs could then be bred with the goal of creating a sustainable tiger 
population that will preserve the tiger for future generations. Perhaps re-wilding could take place at some 
future date when ancient Asian medicine myths have vanished, civilized human beings no longer tolerate 
poaching or trophy hunting and populations are under control (nature will take care of that). 
 
Don't get me wrong. I am all for conservation in the wild. I hope the tiger, elephant, rhino, and all other 
endangered species can be saved. Nevertheless, an alternative plan for the tiger must be put in place 
while there remains a viable number of unrelated founding pairs. Left to the AZA and narrow-minded 
scientists, the tiger will be lost. 
 

Additional Information for Your Contemplation 
 
Wildlife Protection Society of India: 2014  
 
"India holds over half the world's tiger population ... a minimum of 1,571 to a maximum of 1,875. Few of 
the tiger reserves have an established intelligence network and most of our tiger reserves do not have an 
armed strike force or basic infrastructure and equipment to combat poaching." 
 
Wildlife Conservation Society: 
 
Ullas Karanth, WCS Director for Science-Asia 
 
December 24, 2012 - "Despite dangerously low global numbers, tigers are rebounding in three significant 
landscapes where WCS operates." 
 
World Wildlife Fund: 2014  
 
"Wild tiger numbers are at an all-time low. We have lost 97% of wild tigers in just over a century. Tigers 
may be one of the most revered animals, but they are also vulnerable to extinction. As few as 3,200 exist 
in the wild today." 
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